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NAMINIMO MAKEZU x The Rolling Stones 2026

“NAMINIMO MAKEZU / % =<%€</ X" is an artwork series presented by
KEN IKEDA in 2020.

The series was conceived during the unprecedented global restrictions caused
by the COVID-19 pandemic.

During this period, KEN IKEDA once again turned his attention toward Japan,
his own cultural roots.

In life, there are waves that cannot be stopped by one’s own will.

Changes in the times.
Changes in the environment.
Encounters and farewells.

Time that has passed never returns.
Change cannot be stopped.

This series interprets uncontrollable circumstances and eras as “waves.”
Rather than rejecting them, it presents them as something to ride, master, and
play with.

The Daruma depicted in the works symbolizes the Japanese spirit of “fall down
seven times, stand up eight.”

The human will to rise again, no matter how many times one falls.

The determination to continue living through change.

It is not merely a symbol of good fortune.
It is the image of the human being living through an era that cannot be resisted.

“OUTPLAY IT!”

Do not be swallowed by the rough waves.
Outplay them.

Difficulties that surge forward, unpredictable times, overwhelming forces.
Transform them all into rhythm, rise higher and bolder than anyone else, and
turn their peak into your own force.

“NAMINIMO MAKEZU” is not a work about enduring the waves of life.
It is a work about accepting the waves, transforming their rhythm into one’s
own strength, and moving beyond them.
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